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Presidentôs Message 

HAPPY NEW YEAR!!  
2011 was an exciting year for AAUW Prescott.  Here are a few of 

the highlights:                                        

¶ The Centennial Committee began their in depth research 

into our AAUW Prescott past history.   

¶ The AAUW Centennial Scholarship was established at 

the Yavapai College Foundation. 

¶ Deb McCasland, our Program VP was honored for 40 

years of Commitment and Service at Yavapai College. 

¶ Claudia Greenwood, our Community Action Chair, was 

selected by the Soroptimist International of Central 

Yavapai Sunrise chapter to receive their Ruby Award.  

Claudia became their Golden West Region winner in 

June. 

¶ Community Action hosted several successful Sister-to-Sister 

luncheons with the area high Schools. 

¶ Ann Sult, our Educational Funds chair and Sharyn Baker, our 

Public Policy chair, inspired AAUW Prescott to help sponsor a 

Bullying Workshop developed by PUSD.  

¶ Our branch offered to host the AAUW AZ Annual State 

Convention in April 2012. 

¶ Our branch logo was updated. 

¶ At the annual Summer Social, more than 20 guests became new 

members.  Our branch is now the largest one in AZ with 186 

members. 

¶ We presented Elisabeth Ruffner with an Honorary membership 

to AAUW Prescott and were able to grant memberships to three 

AmeriCorps Vista members.  

¶ The Centennial Committee presented a $300 gift to the Prescott 

Public library to purchase a collection of books on Women of 

Yavapai County and the Southwest. 

¶ A theater production of AAUW Prescottôs 62 years of progress 
was presented in conjunction with the City of Prescottôs Arizona 

Centennial Celebration kick off events. 

¶ Many of our historical pictures and memorabilia were displayed 

in the Prescott Public Library Viewerie window. 

¶  The November Craft Sale successfully raised $1340 to add to 

the AAUW Centennial Scholarship fund.   

¶ Many members enjoyed a festive Holiday Brunch in a lovely 

setting at the Resort and over $1400 was raised for the AAUW 

Education Fund.  Our speaker, Beth Dunn, gave an enlightened 

presentation on her work in the Yavapai County schools, 

teaching students to shout, ñKnock it offò to alert their teachers 

and supervisors when they are being bullied or harassed.    Beth 

encouraged us to think of a more positive title for the 

workshops.  Email your suggestions to Ann Sult whose email 

address is in the Member Directory.   

¶ Also at the Holiday Brunch, our own new member, Patti 

Blackwood, purchased the winning raffle ticket for Gretchen 

Lopezôs painting, Looking to the Future. The raffle ticket sales 

contributed another $2000 to the AAUW Centennial Scholarship 

fundraising efforts.    Gretchen has generously agreed to produce 

a limited number of giclee prints of her Looking to the Future 

painting.  Look for the pre-order form in this issue.  A portion of 

the profits will be donated to the AAUW 

Centennial Scholarship. 

¶ Our AAUW Centennial paver, engraved with: 

ñAAUW Prescott Branch, Chartered 1949ò, has 

been ordered for placement in the Centennial 

Circle, which will encircle the cowboy statue at 

City Hall.  We now have an opportunity to 

write a short note to be included in the time 

capsule that will be placed inside the walls of 

City Hall to be opened in 50 years.  Put on your 

thinking caps and send your ideas for the note 

to the branch email address: prescottaauwbranch@gmail.com. 

Going forward into 2012  

¶ We say GOODBYE to the Mackin Building!  Our regular 3rd 

Saturday General Meetings in 2012 for January, March, and 

May will be in the Meals on Wheels room at the Adult Center 

on Rosser. The February 18th Neighborhood meetings will be 

held in membersô homes.  Volunteers are needed to host these 

meetings. Our April General meeting will be on the 4th 

Saturday, April 28th.  Please mark your calendars with these 

changes.   

¶ Our branch now has a PO Box for branch mail.  It is PO Box 

10881, Prescott, AZ  86304.   

¶ Our branch Nominating Committee will start its work in January 

to fill several board positions.  Past President Linda Frith will 

chair this committee.  Please send recommendations for new 

board members to her.   

¶ AAUW AZ is searching for candidates for the State board.  

Sandra Bennett is accepting nominees.  Her contact information 

is in our member directory. 

¶ The State Convention committee is hard at work, as AAUW 

Prescott will be hosting the Convention, April 13 -14th.  

Volunteer to help by contacting Lynn Ray.    

¶ The AAUW branches in Casa Adobe, Tucson & Green Valley 

have invited members to attend their February 18th Centennial 

Presentation.  On February 24th- 25th, AAUW Scottsdale, will 

present ñCelebrating Arizona Womenò at the Scottsdale 

Performing Arts Center.  Three Yavapai County women will be 

included in this presentation.  They are Jerry Wagner, Sheila 

Polk and Elisabeth Ruffner.  More information can be found in 

the State newsletter ñThe Arizona Sunò at 

www.aauwarizona.org. 

I am looking forward to seeing you all in 2012 

--Sincerely,  Sharon Groves, President 

 Vol .  6 1   No .1         Jan -Feb 2012  

mailto:prescottaauwbranch@gmail.com
http://www.aauwarizona.org/


2 

 

 n 

lll  

 

 

/*+ 

 

Scholarship Funds Fundraising Committee 

 

Rounding out our 2011 fundraising 

efforts for the AAUW Centennial 

Scholarship with the huge success 

of the November Crafts Fair and 

the raffle for Gretchen Lopezôs 

wonderful painting, we now are 

above the $7500 mark!   Our own 

new member, Patti Blackwood, 

purchased the winning ticket from 

B.J. Forshee at the new member coffee.  The raffle ticket sales 

contributed over $2000 to the AAUW Centennial Scholarship 

Fund.  The Scholarship Committee wishes to thank everyone 

who purchased tickets.   

Gretchen has offered to produce a limited number of signed 

giclee prints of the raffled painting, Looking to the Future.  

You can find the pre-order/pre-paid form in this issue of the 

Thumb Sketch. The cost of the prints will be $125.00 with a 

percentage of the profits benefiting the Centennial Scholarship 

fund.  The final date to order a signed print is Jan. 30, 2012.   

   For 2012, we will continue to 

encourage individual 

contributions to the tax- 

deductible Centennial 

Scholarship, which, when 

funded, will award a 

scholarship to a young woman 

studying in the fields of STEM, 

( Science, Technology, 

Engineering and Math. ) The 

cowgirl boot will be back at the 

January meetingðhelp us fill 

her up! We are not planning to 

have a garage sale for 2012ðbut stay tunedðwe may have 

another exciting event! 

--  Jane Skinner, Scholarship Fundraising Chair 

 

Community Action 

 

   Members who attended the November Sister to Sister 

luncheon enjoyed one of the most successful events ever. 

Twenty-four students from Chino Valley High School shared 

conversation and a scrumptious buffet with twenty-two 

AAUW members and two representatives from Yavapai 

College. We were welcomed by Barbara Wing, Academic 

Dean, who spoke of the importance of STEM courses in career 

planning. Two students from Embry Riddle and two from 

Yavapai College formed a panel who shared their current 

college experiences.  The luncheon was followed by a docent-

guided tour of the Japanese exhibit in the YC gallery, a special 

treat.  

   Late March is the target for our next event.  Watch for 

details in the next Thumb Sketch! ïClaudia Greenwood,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November Arts and Crafts Sale/Auction 

   Thanks to all of you for your donations and purchases at our 

recent event.  We made over $1350 for our AAUW Centennial 

Scholarship Fund!  In the 8 years we have held the event we 

have earned almost $10,000 for the branch and for scholarship 

funds.  Special thanks go to the volunteers who helped 

organize and stage the event: 

Pre-sale organizers and Friday/Saturday helpers: 

¶ Pat Folsom, Susan King, Marcia Mallicoat, Sara 

DeRouchey, Sara Wolters, Edi Taylor-Richards, Jenine 

Peterson, Rochelle Jacobs, Sharon Phelps (and Gary), 

Deb McCasland (and Jim) 

Additionally I would like to 

thank our Saturday helpers: 

¶ Sharyn Baker, Zibbie Wolter, 

Lavon Gappa-Levi 

Without all of you we couldnôt 

have pulled it off! Thanks so 

much.--Sharon Scanlan, Chair 

 

 

 

Whatôs in this Issue? 

1 Presidentôs message 

2 Fundraising & Comm. Action, Arts&Crafts Sale 

3 Sp. Events,  EF, Membership, & State Convention 

4 Programs 2012, Nominees for State Offices 

5 Birthdays: Jan. & Feb 2012; Fall Forum 

6 Public Policy 

7 Gretchen Lopez Giclee order form 

8 Registration Form for State Convention in Prescott  

9,10,11 Calendars for January and February 2012 

12 Dues and Income Taxes 

 

Looking for something?? 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

MISSION STATEMENT  

AAUW advances equity for women and girls 

through advocacy, education,  

Philanthropy and research. 

Scholarship recipient Brigid 

Driscoll spoke movingly at 

our November meeting 
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Ballet Anyone? 

   The Russian Ballet of Cinderella that was 

snowed out last year is rescheduled at the 

Yavapai College Performance Hall.  If you 

want to attend the performance on Saturday 

evening, February 4 and dinner at Murphy's prior to the 

performance, please contact Jo-Ann Johnson or Laury 

Shayne, Special Events 

AAUW Education Funds News  

A wonderful holiday brunch, 

a most successful year for 

Education Funds!   I want to 

thank all of you for helping 

us raise over $1,400 this year 

to assist in providing grants 

for women to achieve their 

academic goals. Our speaker, 

Beth Dunn, addressed a very 

serious issue, bullying, with 

insight, experience, 

intelligence and humor. She not only described the problem, 

she offered practical solutions. She was SO impressed with 

AAUW that she's going to become a member.  Our county 

schools and their students are most fortunate to have her as a 

counselor. Beth will be facilitating more workshops in the 

spring. I will keep you informed as they are formalized and 

hope many of you will be able attend.  

If you missed the brunch and would still like to contribute, 

please send a check to me made out to AAUW- EF I wish 

each of you a joyous holiday and a new year of promise and 

optimism for the future of women of all ages.--Ann Sult 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Membership Matters... 

 

New Member Coffee:     Coffee, conversation and the forging 

of new friendships made up the agenda for our fall new 

member gathering held on Saturday morning, November 5
th
 at 

the home of Laurel Shunk.   Thanks to the seven new 

members ( Patti Blackwood, Kat Cooper, Maureen Erickson, 

Terry Espina, Barbara Lake, Fran Reinecke and Joan 

Strafford)  who were in attendance and who shared with us 

their varied and impressive personal and professional 

backgrounds!   Also, many thanks to current board members 

(Sharyn Baker, B.J. Forshee, Linda Frith, Claudia Greenwood, 

Sharon Scanlan, Jane Skinner and Sara Wolters) who 

enthusiastically joined us to share information and answer 

questions about our local AAUW Prescott  community 

involvement, activities and interest groups and to provide 

information regarding our State and National AAUW 

organizations as well.  As always, new members are 

encouraged to contact either Sara DeRouchey or Laurel Shunk 

regarding any questions you may have.  Our contact 

information is in your AAUW Prescott Directory. 

Reminder to all members:   Annual dues are reduced to half 

for new members who join AAUW after January 1
st
.  This is a 

great time to extend an invitation to your friends to join our 

local branch!   

Sara DeRouchey & Laurel Shunk, Membership Co-VPs  

 

Prescott to Host State Convention 

 

   ñWeaving the Future Out of the Pastò is the theme of 

the AAUW State Convention in Prescott April 13 -14, 2012. A 

registration form is included in this issue of The Thumb 

Sketch.  Deadline for convention registration is April 4 , with a 

discount for early registration.  Registration for the Friday 

night dinner must be postmarked by March 28. 

   The optional dinner will be at the historic Hotel St. Michael, 

at the corner of Gurley and Montezuma in downtown Prescott 

April 13 at 5 pm. Special guest Jody Drake as Sharlot Hall, 

will be telling tales of Arizonaôs early days. The menu will be 

chicken breast Marsala, roasted red potatoes and seasonal 

vegetables, with cheesecake for dessert, coffee, or tea.  A cash 

bar (wine and soda only) will be available.  

   The Convention will be at Wyndham Gardens Hotel on 

east Highway 69 on April 14,  with check-in starting at 8 am 

and programs from 9-4:30.  A deli lunch is included.  

Programs include a speaker from AAUWôs National, a 

discussion of designing and presenting a workshop on school 

bullying, and an introduction to AAUWôs Program in a Box 

resources. 

Mark your calendars and make your plans to attend 

this exciting event! 

 

 

Artist Gretchen Lopez 

selects the ticket to 

win her painting, 

partially viewed 

behind her. 

The Wyndham Gardens, Prescott 
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AAUW Prescott Branch P.O. Box 
It is:  PO Box 10881, Prescott, AZ  86304 

 

 

Join us on January 21, 2012 to Get Connected! 

    Plugged In! Hardwiring Social Media Connections 

More than 250 million people used Facebook, LinkedIn or 

Twitter last month. Are you a part of their conversations? If 

you're already using Social Media, that's good news...unless 

you're doing it badly. We'll show you how Facebook, 

LinkedIn, Twitter and YouTube work and we'll make it fun. 

Your family, friends and grandkids can all have accounts with 

these sites and itôs a wonderful way to keep connected. You'll 

learn the difference between a regular phone and a smart 

phone, notebooks and/or pads and all the new touch 

technology.  How to create an online identity. How to manage 

all these communication modes without going crazy. 

  

    Our speaker, Jim Anderson, has more than 25 years of 

sales and sales training experience through his positions with 

national media groups, local media stations and national 

research companies. Jim 

specializes in social media 

marketing, multimedia 

production, sales and 

sponsorship programs, and 

board and organizational 

training. Jim serves as Vice 

President of external relations 

for the AFP Northern Arizona Chapter, President of Flagstaff 

Communicators, and is an AFP Faculty Training Academy 

graduate. In addition, Jim was honored as the 2010 

Association of Fundraising Professionals Northern Arizona 

Fundraising Professional of the Year.  

 

    Looking for hostesses!   

     Our February 18th Neighborhood meetings are 

approaching when we meet in various members' 

homes.  Would you open your home to host the meeting for 

your Neighborhood?    The agenda is set and a board member 

will be assigned to each neighborhood to facilitate the 

meeting.  Attendees are asked to help with refreshments, so 

your main responsibility is to share your home for a couple of 

hours with your neighborhood AAUW members.  A list of 

neighborhoods can be found in the directory on pages 33 

to 36.  If you are interested in helping, please contact Deb 

McCasland or Barbara Claybaugh.  Their contact information 

is in the member Directory.  

If you are unable to host a meeting, please plan to 

attend.  This is an opportunity to meet your AAUW neighbors, 

learn more about AAUW and help direct the future of our 

Prescott Chapter. 

FINALLY! Busy Kathy Lopez receives her  

2011 Mover and Shaker Award 

Viewerie Window Display at Prescott Library 

NEW !! 

State Board Seeking Nominees 

 AAUW Arizona is looking for a few good women 

to serve on the State Board and committees. Candidates for 

State Treasurer and Program Vice President are 

especially important. Chairs for the following committees 

are also needed: AAUW Funds, Finance Committee, 

Public Policy, and Nominating Committee.  The State 

Board is anxious to have more representation from Northern 

Arizona, so Prescott members are urged to contact Sandra 

Bennett before January 9 if theyôre willing to serve. 




